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The Houston City Council met in regular session on February 10, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall, opening with 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte Kevin Knutson, Cheryl Sanden and 
Tony Schultz. Also present were: Larry Jerviss, Chris Peterson, Randy Thesing, Ed Jacobs, Audrey Hegland,  Dan and 
Kathy Todd, John Hill, Sheri Johnson, Carol Meeks, Angie Rodenburg, Mike Laufenberg, Joe Krage, Byron Frauenkron, 
Hein and Karla Bloem, DNR Representative Paul Purman and Ellyn Baumann. 
 
Mayor Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance; there were no corrections or additions to 
the agenda nor was there any public comment.    
  
Valley View Foundation Gambling Permit:  Sheri Johnson was present representing the Valley View Healthcare and 
Rehab Foundation to request a gambling permit.  They are holding a September 13 fundraiser at the Festgrounds 
that will include a raffle. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE REQUEST BY THE VALLEY 
VIEW HEALTHCARE AND REHAB FOUNDATION FOR A GAMBLING PERMIT; MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE 
WITH MAYOR EDWARDS ABSTAINING. 
 
South Park – Change of Use Request:   Mayor Edwards stated the environmental assessment has been completed.  
Notes from the Community input meeting was held and the results, plus the eight letters received pertaining to the 
project were forwarded to the National Parks Service for their review.  They reviewed all the information and 
approved the change of use.  The City now needs to go on record as approving the Change of Use for the back 80 
acres, and go through the seven step process which will include another environmental review that will be 
coordinated by the DNR.  MOTION  BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE SOUTH PARK CHANGE OF 
USE AS GRANTED BY THE NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Question was asked whether the report included vehicles; Mayor Edwards replied that this will be part of the next 
environmental assessment. At this time the National Parks Service is evaluating the change of use only.  Purman 
stressed that the project is still in the very early stages, and that they are being very careful and deliberate in 
researching the project, so much so that it has taken four years to get to this stage.  It is a long-term approach to 
assure this is a long-term successful project, and the City, DNR and clubs will work together to make this work.  Also, 
an advisory committee composed of interested residents and professionals will be formed, and Peterson and Purman 
will continue to work closely together as well. 
 
North Jackson Street Vacation:  For the Council to approve the vacation of this portion of Jackson Street, the 
following criteria must be met:  1) All parties that adjoin neighboring land to the vacated street must join in the 
petition; 2) The current boundary dispute between the Hills and Todds must be resolved; and 3) The Hills and Todds 
would waive any damages.  There has been no progress reported in resolving the boundary dispute. Therefore, 
MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO DENY THE PETITION TO VACATE THE STREET; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The City will not maintain or plow the street since it is not an improved street. 
 
Freezing Water Pipes:  During this extremely cold weather, the City will give credit up to 3500 gallons of water 
beyond normal usage to allow residents to run water if necessary to keep their pipes from freezing.  It is 
recommended that residents monitor the temperature of their water; if it reads below 40 degrees after running the 
water for 5-10 minutes they should run a pencil-width stream of cold water, especially if not at home during the day 
and also throughout the night. Residents who will be running water should notify City Hall so the 3500 gallons credit 
can be applied to their usage. The water service lines to the homes are the homeowner’s responsibility so all 
residents are encouraged to use these precautions to prevent costly repairs.  Caution was given that if warmer days 
occur, this will likely serve to drive the frost down even further so homeowners are asked to continue to follow 
precautions.  The City stressed that these are just recommended solutions to try and are not mandatory.  This 
information will be placed in the Banner, on the City web site and Facebook page, telling residents to contact City 
Hall if they will be running their water. MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO CREDIT THEWATER 
AND SEWER  ACCOUNTS OF HOMEOWNERS WHO ASK TO BE INCLUDED, UP TO THE AMOUNT OF 3,500 GALLONS 
OVER THEIR REGULAR BILL; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Vehicle Replacement Bid:  Maintenance’s current small plow truck is 22 years old and rusted through. State bid is 
$54,949 for a 2015 truck with live hydraulic, stainless steel dump box, flasher in rear of box and a light bar on top.  
Also needed to be purchased this year is a new squad car.  There is $72,600 available at this time in the vehicle 
replacement account.  Jerviss recommended $35,000 be transferred from the General Fund to the Vehicle 
Replacement Fund to cover both vehicle purchases.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO 
TRANSFER $35,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND TO THE VEHICLE REPLACEMENT FUND; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  A second MOTION WAS MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF 
THE NEW PLOW TRUCK FOR THE MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT AS RECOMMENDED BY THESING, WITH PREFERENCE 
TO WAIT  UNTIL 2016 FOR NEXT PURCHASE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Nature Center Staffing:  Bloem has requested Council approval to spend more of her work week on the Owl Center 
project, which will include more efforts on fundraising and planning. The Personnel Committee and Bloem discussed 
a three-month trial period, after which they will meet to review how this schedule is working. 

 She is applying for a grant to cover two years’ salary for the Center’s Director, subject to review at the end of 
the two years; if the Owl Center board receives adequate funding, they may be ready to hire Bloem full-time or 
propose a cost-share arrangement with the City.  Connie Verse, who is paid for by the Experience Works program 
continues to work at the Nature Center for 21 hours per week; there are two years remaining on this program, 
provided Bloem remains a City employee and continues to act as Verse’s direct supervisor.  Bloem expects to split her 
time for the Nature Center and for the Owl Center and says Verse would be a good person to manage the Nature 
Center duties when Bloem transfers over to the Owl Center.  

MOTION MADE BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SANDEN THAT BLOEM MAY SPEND MORE TIME ON OWL 
CENTER DUTIES YET ALSO MAINTAIN HER RESPONSIBLITIES AT THE NATURE CENTER AS NECESSARY, WITH REVIEW BY 
THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE IN THREE MONTHS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Composition of Planning Commission and EDA:   Proposed changes to the EDA/Planning Commission sections of the 
Code pertaining to member composition were discussed.  Peterson recommended a public hearing be scheduled for 
March 10 before the regularly scheduled City Council meeting, where a full version of the recommended changes will 
be presented.  
 
SHIP FUNDS (Statewide Health Improvement Program):  Peterson and Hegland recently met with the SHIP County 
Coordinator regarding funding that has become available for 2014 and to determine what Houston projects may fit. 
The Council directed City staff to submit a proposal and funding request to SHIP, to include city park signage, way-
finding signage, bicycling signage and possibly new park benches, bike racks, or other outdoor amenities.  
 
Garbage Collection and Recycling Services Contract:  The current garbage collection and recycling services contract 
will expire April 30, 2014.  The contract does have an option to extend the current contract for another three years.  
Waste Management has indicated there will be no changes made to the contract, which already specifies a 2% 
annual increase.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO EXTEND THE CURRENT CONTRACT FOR 
ANOTHER THREE YEARS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE JANUARY 13 MINUTES; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
HDA:  Minutes were included in packet for Council review. 
 
Tree Board:  Suggestion was made by Mayor Edwards that if any of the large trees in the City Park needs to be taken 
down in the future, as was done recently, that the City make use of any salvageable portion of the tree for something 
that would enhance the Park, like an art sculpture or some other creative addition to the Park.  New members to 
Tree Board are Richard Carr, Sr. and Ron Belongie.  Request has been made of the City that it cost share with                  
homeowners when a boulevard ash tree must be removed due to emerald ash borer, and that this cost be $30.  If the     
homeowner cannot pay their portion of the removal, then it will be placed on their taxes.  MOTION MADE BY 
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SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, THAT THE CITY TO PAY $30 TOWARD THE REPLACEMENT OF A BOULEVARD TREE 
WHEN NECESSARY DUE TO EMERALD ASH BORER; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Department Reports:   
 Library:  Local Food Shelf has the opportunity to have all monetary contributions received until the end of 
February matched dollar-to-dollar by the Masons from Rushford.  The Library is hosting a “Food for Fines” program 
from January through March.  Gibson-Gasset requested permission from the Council to have all overdue fines paid in 
February go directly to the Food Shelf; not only will the funds receive matching dollars, but it may also serve as an 
incentive for people to pay their fines.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON THAT THE LIBRARY 
PARTICIPATE IN THE MASON’S DOLLAR-TO-DOLLAR MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM BY HAVING ALL OVERDUE FINES 
PAID IN THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY GO DIRECTLY TO THE LOCAL FOOD SHELF; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 Nature Center:  Written report for January was in the packet; working on funding for the Owl Center; Owl 
Center completed the purchase of the Helen Peterson property immediately adjacent to Trailhead Park and signed 
lease agreement with renter.  The International Festival of Owls will be held the weekend of March7-9; has applied 
for Thrivent matching funds. 
 Maintenance:  This year a policy must be available and adopted by June 2014 covering all of the City’s 
signage.  There is an annual Safety and Loss Workshop scheduled in Rochester on April 17; if any of the Council would 
like to go they should let Peterson know. The MPCA awarded the Maintenance Dept. a Certificate of Commendation 
for outstanding operation, maintenance and management of the City’s wastewater treatment system. 
 
Financial Report/Review of Bills:  Jerviss reported that the auditors will be coming this week.  After review of the 
bills, MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO ADJOURN AT 8:15 P.M; MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED, 
followed by the Rural Fire Board’s semi-annual meeting. 
 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
  
 
  
 


