
Special Houston City Council Meeting                            Minutes                                       October 19, 2015              
 
The Houston City Council met in special session to continue discussion of the Houston School District’s variance 
request to add an extension onto the school bus garage.  Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Cheryl Sanden, 
Kevin Knutson, Tony Schultz, Matt Schutte.  Also present:  Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Krin Abraham, Ellyn  
Baumann, Judy Williams, Marlene Schultz.  Mayor Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  There was no public comment.  Additions to the Agenda:  D) Checks. 
 
Variance Request – School Bus Garage, 306 W. Elm Street:  More information in the form of two drawings was 
provided by Krin Abraham, Superintendent; the first showed the 12’ extension, which represents the addition to 
the roof.  The second is an aerial view of the extension and if it would extend out into the street right of way. 
Consideration has been given to having the area surveyed and adjust the legal description, which would cost 
$3500; with the school and City sharing the cost.  The school owns the property but permitted the City to create a 
street in order to provide access to the homes built behind the school.  The bus shed is located close to the street 
and should not extend out into the right-of-way or cause traffic problems.  Abraham stated that the roof 
extension will not impede the flow of traffic in this area.   
 
Concern was voiced that currently people park their personal cars near the shed’s office and also other buses 
parking there, all of which make it difficult for vehicles to drive through.  Abraham said the extension is necessary 
to extend the life of the buses; currently the back rusts out from constant dampness so the roof extension will 
give them the shelter needed for them to remain dry.  Mayor Edwards stated that since the school and City agree 
where the street is, it is not necessary to spend $3500 for the survey.  
 
MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE VARIANCE DUE TO THE UNIQUE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE SITE AND THAT THIS IS A NONPRECEDENT-SETTING VARIANCE, AND THAT IT NOT 
OBSTRUCT TRAFFIC OR SNOWPLOWING; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The parcel is unique in that the site is 
small, the buses are already there, and planned extension would not obstruct traffic.  The school will make sure 
that personal vehicles are not parked by the office area.     
 
Review Bids – Sale of F350 Truck (Fire Department):  Before the truck goes to the new owner, the lettering needs 
to be removed; Fire Chief Joe Krage indicated this requirement was included in the bid specifications as being the 
responsibility of the new owner.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ACCEPT THE $4,000 BID FROM 
THE HOUSTON MONEY CREEK SNOWRIDERS AND THAT THE PURCHASER REMOVE THE LETTERING AT THEIR COST; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Lola’s Restaurant – Release of Mortgage:  Lola’s Restaurant has closed. Merchants Bank holds the first mortgage 
and  has requested that the City and County sign off on their mortgages to Lola’s to avoid a lengthy foreclosure 
process. This would allow the bank to place the business back on the market sooner. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, 
SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT WITH THE BANK AND RELEASE THE MORTGAGE FROM 
LOLA’S LLC.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Checks:  MOTION BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 5:45 PM MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


