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Public Hearing & Houston City Council Meeting                                   Minutes                                  August 10, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met to conduct a Public Hearing on August 10, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall to 
approve the Wellhead Protection Plan, followed by the regular Council meeting. Mayor Edwards called the meeting 
to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin Knutson, Tony 
Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Pat Bailey-MDH, Randy Thesing, Ed 
Jacobs, Dick Gaustad, Connie Verse, Ellyn Baumann, Marlene Schultz, Roxanne Flatten, Irene Vix, Sheryl Sherry, 
Marilyn Erickson and Carol Meeks. 

Public Hearing - Wellhead Protection Plan:  The Council previously had approved Part I. Pat Bailey, MDH, was 
present to speak to Part II of the Plan and described what each of the seven phases of Part II involves. The overall 
goal is to protect the aquifers from which the City draws its drinking water and assure potable drinking water at a 
reasonable cost for all residents. An inventory of existing wells was conducted, showing only four active wells; each 
owner will be provided educational materials. She said the City is in good shape regarding protecting the aquifers. 
The detailed report can be viewed at City Hall.  There being no comments or concerns expressed by those present, 
the Public Hearing was closed at 6:07 p.m.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE 
WELLHEAD PROTECTION PLAN PART II; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MicroLoan for Levee Engineering:  The levee needs recertification to remain compliant with FEMA requirements.  
The engineering firm of Mead & Hunt has been hired to perform the inspections necessary at an estimated cost of 
$125,000 for Phases 1, 2, and 3.  A MN Rural Water micro loan has been arranged for this amount as a general 
obligation utility revenue bond, to be repaid by 2023.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO 
APPROVE THE MN RURAL WATER MICRO LOAN TO PAY FOR THE REQUIRED LEVEE CERTIFICATION ENGINEERING 
COSTS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  Question was raised about the status of the existing houses that have 
been identified as needing repair; Peterson stated this matter is in the hands of the City’s attorney at this time.    

Donations:  MOTION BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ACCEPT THE DONATIONS AS ITEMIZED ON BEHALF OF 
THE CITY; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  It was suggested that the City have a list of projects that could be 
mentioned if anyone wishes to make an undesignated gift. 
 
Elevation Survey Proposal – Prairie Meadows:  Peterson proposed to survey 10 lots in Prairie Meadows not owned 
by the City to determine their eligibility for a FEMA Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) so the properties do not need 
to have flood insurance.  Davy Engineering’s estimated cost to complete and send the application to FEMA is $1,500.   
The lots owned by the City will be dealt with similarly at a later time.   MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE 
TO APPROVE THE ELEVATION SURVEY BY DAVY ENGINEERING ON THE 10 LOTS NOT OWNED BY THE CITY; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Continuation of Marketing Intern:  Peterson recommends that the Council consider retaining Taylor Laschenski 
beyond her current six-month internship, stating that in the three months she has been with the City, she has done a 
very good job.  She is able to work independently which has freed up some of the Administrator’s time to work on 
other necessary projects.  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO BUDGET $4,000 FOR A PART-TIME 
MARKETING POSITION ON AN ANNUAL BASIS; MOTION CARRIED UANANIMOUSLY.  Peterson noted that Diana 
Weinhardt is also working out well at the Nature Center, and that the approved annual Nature Center budget allows 
for both Connie Verse and Weinhardt as part-time employees.   
 
List of Community Festivals:  Peterson noted that the City has not adopted the optional sections of the Basic Code 
relating to licensing for Mobile Food Units. Ordinance 221 allows Mobile Food Units if they operate during a public 
festival or a licensed auction, under an agreement with the organizers of the event.  Public Festival is defined as a  
community festival as approved by City Council.  When considering which festivals to approve, the Council should be 
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confident that the organizers of the event will ensure that the Mobile Food Units have the required State Licensing. 
The proposed Community Festival list is as follows: 
 
 -Houston Hoedown 
 -International Festival of Owls 
 -Taste of the Trail 
 
MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ACCEPT THE LIST OF FESTIVALS AS PRESENTED; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Document Shredding:   A shredding truck will come on September 3 to shred old city documents; cost is based on 
pounds shredded.  At this time, a rough estimate is $950 based on the volume of documents to be shredded.  
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO APPROVE THE SHREDDING OF THE OLD CITY DOCUMENTS; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Minutes: MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO APPROVE THE JULY 13 COUNCIL MINUTES; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report/Review of Bills:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Department Reports:   
 Nature Center:  Connie Verse provided a brief report, stating that there have been 17 volunteers at the 
Nature Center since January to present, contributing 105 hours; also, there were 2,125 visitors and 25 programs 
presented, with six remaining. She is preparing a tri-fold promotional brochure, and encouraged Council members 
and those present to attend George Howe’s presentation on The Driftless Area on August 15.  Peterson and Verse 
will be meeting to discuss winter hours for the Nature Center, and bring their recommendation to the Council for 
approval. 
 Police:  Hoedown went well, with many people attending. State and County law enforcement personnel were 
very helpful throughout the Hoedown weekend. Darin Daveau will be attending the annual Safe and Sober training 
offered by the State. Chief Breault stated that Night Out Against Crime went well; over 400 meals were served, with 
good support from the community for prize donations.  He expressed his appreciation to the individuals who helped 
make the evening a success.  
 Maintenance:  Thesing reported they will be digging up the street on Dawn Drive to find the leak that’s 
present.   
 City Administrator:  The Fire Department will be selling the old brush truck by sealed bid; it will be advertised 
in the Banner.  OHV Training will be held the week of August 24; Trails Unlimited will be coming to present the 
training for DNR and other agencies.  They will be reimbursing the City for lunches needed, which will be provided by 
the various restaurants in town.   
 

Other:  Schutte is getting bids for solar lighting for the entry way signs.   He also discussed the possibility of 
creating multi-use large banners that could be used for many events.  This will be discussed at a later time. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 6:45 BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
   
  


