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Houston City Council Meeting & Truth in Taxation Public Hearing                     Minutes                   December 8, 2014                                                     

 
The Houston City Council met in regular session on December 8, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor 
Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Kevin 
Knutson, Matt Schutte, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Larry Jerviss, Audrey 
Hegland, Chief David Breault, Randy Thesing, Ed Jacobs, Ellyn Baumann, Karla Bloem, Carol Meeks, Ethan Scheck, 
Angie Rodenburg of the Fillmore County Journal.    
 
Public Hearing-Truth in Taxation:  No comments made.  Jerviss stated that most of the residential property taxes 
were reduced this year. 
 
Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  One addition to the agenda:  Item L: Refinance application-2007 Bond.  
 
Adoption of the Final City Budget and Tax Levy:  The total amount of the levy is the same as what was adopted in 
the September preliminary budget - $437, 126; it is unchanged from last year.  Included is: General Fund $205,977; 
Library $37,275; Fire $7,000; Park & Rec $8,000; Nature Center $30,000; 2011 Sherman St. Bond-$37,886; 2007 Plum 
St. Bond $71,945 and Construction Fund-$39,043.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ADOPT 
THE FINAL 2014 TAX CITY BUDGET AND TAX LEVY, COLLECTABLE IN 2015; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Certify Unpaid Utility Charges to County Auditor:  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO CERTIFY 
UNPAID UTILITY CHARGES TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Food Shelf – Space Needs:  Matt Schutte and Ethan Scheck made a preliminary tour of the site to determine ways to 
create more space as well as better aesthetics and handicapped accessibility. Materials and items stored in the 
garage portion will be evaluated and as much as possible removed to provide more space for the Food Shelf. A new 
furnace has been installed. Schutte will talk with Laurie Le Grande about the Food Shelf remodeling and a cost 
estimate will be developed and shared with Steve Halvorson/Thrivent, who has said they would contribute toward 
the expense and get a team of volunteers to help work on the project. Schutte will keep the Council informed.   
 
Park and Recreation: 

- Summer Recreation Director Position:  The Park and Rec Committee met and recommended Ethan Scheck for 
the 2015 Summer Rec Director position. A revised job description was available.  MOTION BY SANDEN, 
SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE SUMMER DIRECTOR JOB DESCRIPTION AS PRESENTED; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO EMPLOY ETHAN SCHECK 
AS THE SUMMER REC DIRECTOR, FOR THE MONTHS OF JANUARY 1 TO AUGUST 31; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

- Concession Stand:  Will advertise for individuals or groups to operate the concession stand through the 2015 
ball season. Thesing recommended that specific guidelines be developed.  Applicants will meet with the Park 
and Rec Committee, given a copy of the guidelines, and if they are interested, the Committee will interview 
and make a hiring recommendation to the Council. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO 
APPROVE THE PARK AND REC COMMITTEE TO SEARCH FOR A GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL TO OPERATE THE 
CONCESSION STAND THROUGH THE 2015 BALL SEASON; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
- Township Contributions:  Some townships – two especially - do not financially support the Summer Rec 

Program as much as needed, which leaves the majority of the cost per student for the City to pay.  Peterson 
will send a letter to these townships clearly explaining the costs involved in the program, stressing that their 
support benefits all of the youth in the program.  An invoice will be enclosed.  She will include in the letter 
the cost per child, how many children from the township attend, as well as total cost of the program.   
Schutte will visit the various townships at their annual meetings in March.     
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Building Inspector Position:  Officer Darin Daveau will work toward certification to be the City’s building inspector, 
focusing on current construction, permits necessary, etc. as part of his regular duties.  He will take the required 
classes then the certification exam, and become familiar with the MN Building Code.  Anticipated cost for the 
classes/exam will be approximately $1,000-$1200, including travel. CMS will be called upon for commercial 
projects/permits, with Daveau focusing on local residential projects.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY 
SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE DARIN DAVEAU TAKING THE BUILDING INSPECTOR CERTIFICATION CLASSES AND EXAM AS 
NEEDED, TO INCLUDE TRAVEL EXPENSES; MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Workers’ Compensation Insurance Renewal: MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE RENEWING 
THE CURRENT WORKERS COMPENSATION POLICY; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2014 Financial Audit Contract:  The amount Smith Schaefer anticipates charging for the audit is similar to last year.  
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO HIRE SMITH SCHAEFER & ASSOCIATES FOR THE 2014 CITY AUDIT; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Public Safety Grant Application – Police:  Houston County and its cities have been working to implement the Law 
Enforcement Technology Group computer software.  A matching State Public Safety Grant has been identified that 
may offset some of the mobile computer costs; deadline for grant submission is December 15.  The grant requires 
authorization of the City Council. Per the request of the developer, any reference to the Kilborn Street lots was 
removed from the amendment. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO AUTHORIZE CHIEF BREAULT TO 
APPLY FOR THE MN. PUBLIC SAFETY GRANT; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Prairie Meadows – Amendment to Development Agreement:  A revised first amendment to the developer’s 
agreement for the donation of 21 lots in Prairie Meadows stipulates that Hemker will pay the City $5,000 in lieu of 
the remaining developer’s obligation on Kilborn Street. MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO 
ACCEPT THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE PRAIRIE MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Oath of Office:  Peterson administered the Oath of Office for Mayor Connie Edwards, Councilperson Cheryl Sanden, 
and Councilperson Kevin Knutson, who were reelected in the November General Election.  Mayor Edwards will serve 
a two-year term and Sanden/Knutson will serve four-year terms.  
 
Refinance Application – 2007 Bond: Mike Bubany, City’s financial adviser, recently reviewed the City’s debt and 
suggests refinancing the 2007 bonds into a MN Rural Water Association micro loan, which will result in savings to the 
City. After discussion, MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO DIRECT BUBANY TO SUBMIT A 
PROPOSAL TO THE MN RURAL WATER ASSOCIATION MICRO LOAN PROGRAM TO REFINANCE THE 2007 BONDS; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report:  Jerviss stated that the last half of the taxes was received in November. There were no questions 
regarding the report or bills.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Department Reports:   
 Library:  A written report was submitted by Gasset; highlights were: The current contract with the County 
expires at year’s end, and the Commissioners have agreed to a 3% cost of living increase for the next three years. The 
Parade of Owls grant/project will be completed in time for the 2015 Owl Festival. Received a Legacy grant which will 
fund a summer reading event featuring a well-known author and illustrator.   
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Nature Center:  A written monthly report was included in Council packet and reviewed by Bloem; much of 
her time is spent preparing for the International Owl Festival, fundraising for the new Owl Center, and also getting 
settled in the temporary home for the Owl Center, located in the Skifton Building.  She continues to do presentations 
as well. Cash income for the month was $799.  The owls continue to get media attention throughout the Midwest, 
and grant applications are continuing to be submitted. 
  

Maintenance:  Regarding when to plow City streets, Thesing stated that the City ordinance states that they 
will plow when there has been 3” or more of snowfall; anything less than that will be for discussion.  Schutte 
requested that the portion of Elm Street that is blocked off by the elementary school be sanded.  

On December 15, the Archery Range Committee will be meeting with the DNR representative to plan the 
range. 

Signage: A suggestion was made to light the east entrance sign coming into the City.  Thesing will get an 
estimate from Hoskins.   

Street lights:  Working with Hoskins to change the current electronic formatting so that the street lights come 
on earlier, as is dark well before this time, which could pose a safety issue.   
   
 Police:  The old squad has many miles but is still running well. The new communication system software is 
scheduled to be activated in February. Chief Breault stated he is looking forward to working with the newly elected 
Sheriff. The dental office has requested he temporarily barricade part of the alley on the evening of December 9 
during hours 3-7 p.m. for the safety of guests at Ron Evenson’s retirement party. 
 
Flower Baskets:  Sanden requested Council permission to order the hanging basket flowers for next spring. MOTION 
MADE BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE SANDEN’S ORDERING THE FLOWERS FOR NEXT YEAR’S 
HANGING BASKETS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:05 PM MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  


