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Houston City Council Meeting & Public Hearing                                Minutes                                January 12, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in regular session and to hold a Public Hearing on January 12, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in 
Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor 
Connie Edwards, Kevin Knutson, Matt Schutte, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, 
Larry Jerviss, Audrey Hegland, Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates, Chief David Breault, Randy Thesing, Ed 
Jacobs, Ellyn Baumann, Karla and Hein Bloem, Carol Meeks, John Hill, Dan and Kathy Todd, Jordan and Jesse 
Langheinrich, Liz Gibson-Gasset. 
 
Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  One addition to the agenda:  Item L: Food Shelf status. 
 
Public Hearing for Jackson Street Vacation:  Mayor Edwards called the Public Hearing to order at 6:01 p.m. following 
the Pledge of Allegiance. The parties involved have requested the vacation of Jackson Street north of its intersection 
with Cedar Street.  There was no public comment; therefore, MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY 
SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE THE VACATION OF JACKSON STREET NORTH OF ITS INTERSECTION WITH CEDAR STREET; 
MOTION APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  Mayor Edwards closed the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m.  Peterson will submit 
the necessary paperwork.   
 
2007 Bond Refinancing:  Mike Bubany of David Drown & Associates has reviewed the present City’s 2007 bond 
structure; he recommends restructuring at this time through a MN Rural Water Association lower interest bond, 
which will save the City $10,167.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, TO PASS THE RESOLUTION 
REFINANCING THE GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BOND, SERIES 2015a FOR $299,000 FROM MN RURAL WATER 
ASSOCIATION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Capital Improvement Finance Plan Proposal:  Mike Bubany provided an example of a Capital Improvement Financial 
Plan and explained what services his company can provide.  He recommends a study to determine strengths and 
weaknesses including the City’s financial position - revenue, tax rate and tax base, TIFs, utility fees, General Fund 
Balance, expenditures, per capita debt, and current and future obligations. He suggested a Council work session to 
review the report and determine future direction of revenues and review projects that are necessary, and when 
there would be dollars available to support them.  MOTION WAS MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO 
UTILIZE DROWN AND ASSOCIATES TO PREPARE A CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FINANCIAL PLAN FOR THE CITY; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Audrey Hegland left the meeting and Chris Peterson took over minutes. 
 
Engineering Qualifications-Radium Compliance Project:  Peterson reported that she and Randy Thesing with the 
assistance of Tony Schultz and Matt Schutte met with four firms who submitted qualifications.  Based on firm 
experience, availability of staff, and project approach, it was recommended to use Davy Engineering for the radium 
project.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO PURSUE PROJECT ENGINEERING WITH DAVY 
ENGINEERING; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Nature Center Staff:  Peterson explained the voluntary transition of Karla Bloem’s employment from the Nature 
Center to the International Owl Center.  Mayor Edwards thanked Karla for her service to the City and putting Houston 
on the map.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN, TO ACCEPT KARLA BLOEM’S RESIGNATION; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Peterson reported that the Personnel Committee recommends hiring Connie Verse as a City part-time city employee 
to allow a seamless continuance of services at the Nature Center.  Connie has been working as an assistant at the 
Nature Center under the Experience Works program since 2012.  Transitioning to city employment honors the spirit 
of the Experience Works Program.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO HIRE CONNIE VERSE AS A 
PART-TIME CITY EMPLOYEE FOR THE NATURE CENTER; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
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Donations to the City:  Peterson read the following list of recent donations to the City:     
$200 to the Houston Bluffview Community Park from Iris Garden Club 
$2400 to the Houston Summer Recreation Program from the Houston United Fund 
$700 to assist with needs of the City building that houses the Food Shelf, from Thrivent Financial 
$5,000 to the Houston Community Ambulance from the Pat Hetland Foundation 
$6,000 to the Houston Fire Department from the Pat Hetland Foundation 
$50 to the Fire Department Norman Van Loon 
$100 to the Fire Department from Tom Frisby 
 
MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, TO ACCEPT THE DONATIONS; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Employee Health Insurance Renewal:  Peterson provided a quote for renewal from Health Partners showing close to 
a 9% increase.  She also provided a quote for a Blue Cross Blue Shield Plan offered through Danielson Insurance.  The 
Blue Cross Blue Shield Plan had a lower premium, a lower deductible and a lower co-pay.  She also noted that Karla 
Bloem and Larry Jerviss would no longer be on the plan.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO 
APPROVE THE BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD INSURANCE POLICY THROUGH DANIELSON INSURANCE; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  Mayor Edward suggested updating the Nature Center budget to reflect the recent changes. 
 
Employee Wages 2015:  Sanden reported that the personnel committee conducted employee evaluations in 
November, and the committee recommends a 2% wage increase across the board for regular year-round employees.  
MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE A 2% WAGE INCREASE; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2015 Meeting Calendar and Appointments:  After review of the proposed meeting calendar and appointments, 
Mayor Edwards stated she thought everyone did a good job on the committees.  For 2015, Mayor Edwards appointed 
Tony Schultz as acting Mayor; other clarifications for appointments include Tony Schultz on Tree Board, Karla Bloem 
removed from Park and Rec Board, and appointed Chris Peterson as Interim Zoning Administrator.  MOTION MADE 
BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, TO APPROVE THE 2015 MEETING CALENDAR AND APPOINTMENTS; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2015 Fee Schedule:  Peterson asked the Council for feedback regarding some of the fees such as water and sewer 
hook-up charges, disconnection fee, and copy fees.  Mayor Edwards suggested tabling the fee schedule until the 
February meeting, so staff can meet and make a recommendation for changes.   
 
Food Shelf:  Schutte gave a report on the planning for changes at the Food Shelf.  He stated a contractor is looking at 
the needs and will prepare a cost estimate.   
 
Minutes:  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE DECEMER 8, 
2014 COUNCIL MEETING; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report:  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORT AND 
BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Department Reports:   

Library:  Liz Gibson-Gasset handed out a Library report and highlighted a few items including:   the recent 
approval of a new contract between the Houston County Libraries and Houston County Board, finishing work for the 
Parade of Owls project, collaboration with Houston Arts Resource Council to apply for Legacy Grant to support the 
Chamber Music Live Summer Festival, and the application for a grant to fund 10 free little libraries around the City. 
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 Nature Center:  Karla Bloem submitted a written report for December 2014.  She discussed the upcoming 
Festival of Owls and year-end donations for the International Owl Center.  Karla noted that the Natural Playground is 
mostly finished and the Sun Dial will be completed this spring.  A meeting regarding the Owl Center plans and 
potential changes for the Nature Center is planned for January 14, 2015. 
 

Maintenance:  Randy Thesing updated the Council on upcoming needs at the waste water treatment plant.  
Peterson will email the report from Davy Engineering to Council. 

 
Chris Peterson mentioned the ability to video tape Council meetings and post on the City website or You Tube.  She 

thought she could find a video camera for less than $200 and will purchase one if the city does not own one 

already.  Peterson will also start posting the Council agenda on Facebook and will try to get draft agendas in the 

Banner. 

Adjourn:  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ADJOURN; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
  
 
   


