
Houston City Council Meeting/Public Hearing                                  Minutes                                            January 13, 2014                                                     

The Houston City Council met in regular session on January 13 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall, opening with the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte Kevin Knutson, Cheryl Sanden and Tony 
Schultz. Also present were: Larry Jerviss, Chris Peterson, Ed Jacobs, Audrey Hegland,  Dave Breault, Dick Gaustad, RG 
Steinfeldt, John Hill, Lee Whipkey, Kathy and Dan Todd, Marlene Schultz, Carol Meeks, Sheryl Sherry, Ellyn Baumann. 
 
Mayor Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance, and stated that at 5:30 p.m. a Pre-Council 
meeting had been held with a representative of MDH regarding Wellhead Protection; this was an informational 
meeting only, no action required, and no publics attended.  Public Comment:  Question was asked whether there has 
been any progress regarding the houses that are in disrepair in town. The City’s building inspectors have been 
contacted to do a curbside inspection of the houses in question.   
  
Mayor Edwards then opened the public hearing, stating a request was submitted by Dan and Kathy Todd to vacate a 
50’ portion of North Jackson Street. The public hearing was held to determine more information about the request, 
and give the public a chance to express their thoughts or comments so that another hearing will not be necessary 
once an agreement has been reached between the two parties.  
 
The City Attorney has reviewed this request. Chris Peterson said there is some question as to the validity of the 
request since by state law, there has to be a majority approval of the request and in this case, there are only two 
parties involved. Options are: 1) The City deny the request since there is not a majority of landowners requesting; 2) 
Grant with conditions:    

A) All parties that adjoin neighboring land to the vaated street must join in the petition; 
              B) The current boundary dispute between the Hills and Todds must be resolved;  

C) The Hills and Todds would waive any damages.     
Peterson stated that any conditions of approval could bear a time limit for them to come to an agreement ; if it is not 
worked out within the time limit, the process would have to start again. The public hearing was closed at 6:13 pm.    
 
The Council meeting resumed; MOTION WAS MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO EXTEND THE DECISION 
ON THE REQUEST TO VACATE THE 50’ PORTION OF NORTH JACKSON STREET UNTIL THE FEBRUARY COUNCIL 
MEETING; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
2014 Appointments and Meeting Calendar:   Mayor Edwards made the following appointments for 2014:   

Acting Mayor:  Kevin Knutson 
Houston Development Authority (Planning Commission/EDA): Tony Schultz 

MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE 2014 CITY ROSTER AS PRESENTED; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Calendar:  Chris Peterson has developed a color-coded calendar showing all holidays and regularly scheduled City 
meetings; it was available in the Council packet and will be placed on the web site. 
 
City Administrator Position / Contract: The Personnel Committee reported that the City Administrator will be 
retiring effective January 31, 2015, and will work 20 hours per week and use accumulated sick leave and vacation 
time to total 40 hours per week until January 31, 2015.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN, TO 
APPROVE THE RETIREMENT AGREEMENT OF LARRY JERVISS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, THAT JERVISS’ NEW TITLE WILL BE FINANCE DIRECTOR; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO HIRE CHRISTINA PETERSON AS CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 14, 2014; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Approve 60-Day Extension or set Public Hearing Date for Variance  - 512 W. Spruce:  After the initial variance 
application was submitted, details were changed so the applicant filled out a different application and voided the 
original application.  It will be brought to the HDA.   
 
County Victim/Witness Donation:  A letter was received requesting a $1,250 donation toward this program’s 
support for another year.  Chief Breault spoke of the benefits this program brings to Houston, and recommended the 
City continue to participate.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, TO CONTRIBUTE $1,250 TO THE 
HOUSTON COUNTY VICTIM/WITNESS PROGRAM FOR ANOTHER YEAR; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Small Cities Development Program:  Houston did not get funded this year for this program, although no specific 
reasons were given for not being selected. There were more applications received with less money available this 
year.  The City will reapply in November. 
 
Elementary School Gates:  Closing Elm Street on the south side of the elementary school was discussed in response 
to a concern voiced about the safety of children who play or are in the area at all hours, even after school is out. 
Suggestion was made to close the street to through traffic by locking the gates 24 hours per day unless access is 
needed by emergency vehicles, deliveries, etc.  Discussion included if the school petitions to vacate the street then a 
public hearing is necessary to give the public the opportunity to voice their opinion.  Another suggestion was to place 
Caution signs at both ends of the area.  Maintenance pointed out that there is a water main underneath the street.  
 
Another area of concern is the alley on the east side of the school that exits into this street by the playground.     
Peterson will check with the City Attorney about what limited use could represent a street closure, and what would 
be the City’s liability.  Schutte recommended the discussion be tabled for further consideration. 
 
City Hall Office Hours:  Peterson recommended that City Hall office hours be expanded for the convenience of the 
public. MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE THAT CITY HALL OFFICE HOURS BE MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-4 
P.M. EXCEPT FOR WEDNESDAY, WHEN HOURS WILL BE 9-6 P.M.; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Employee Apparel:  In order to assure that City employees are easily identified, employee apparel will be ordered as 
follows:  Office staff: one shirt each; Maintenance: three shirts, one jacket (already ordered), and two caps; 
Custodian: three shirts.  Peterson also recommended the purchase of a number of safety vests, to be kept at City Hall 
for use during emergencies or special events.  Extra hats will be ordered to have on hand as needed. Any other 
purchases of such clothing will be at employee expense. 
 
International Owl Center:  Bloem stated that discussion is focusing on the scope of the building and potential sites 
before any specific plans are made.  Three possible sites have been identified: Down in the Park area, up by the 
Nature Center, and lastly, up where there are currently houses along Hwy 76, one of which is being acquired by the 
Friends. She outlined reasons why each site would or would not be advisable.  
 
The most preferable site would be up by Hwy 76 where the current houses are.  It would provide ready access, good 
parking, highway visibility to visitors, no mitigation would be necessary, and current homeowners are willing to 
consider selling.  Bloem said the aviaries, which will be part of the Center, will be located down in the lower Park 
area. Question was asked about the long-range plan for the Nature Center; it would possibly become a visitors 
center.  An access road is needed down to the band shell and will be planned, along with the planting of trees.   
 
Bloem asked the City whether they would want to technically own the building.  Question was what would be the 
City’s liability in this if they actually own the building and if the Owl Center should have problems beyond their 
capability to pay, would the City be responsible to pay it.  Considerations included: 1) Are State bonding dollars an 
option; 2) if City will be the flow-through of such dollars; 3) Must consider the ultimate risk of owning the entire 
building.  More information will be obtained at an Owl Center meeting on January 29.  The City will not need to own 



the building if they do not use legislative bonding funds.  Mayor Edwards requested more information on the 
bonding bill process.  Suggested consulting one of our Legislators for this information. 
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Houston Development Authority:  Minutes from last meeting in packet.  
 
Financial Report:  Property taxes and state aids have been received so city finances look good at this time. MOTION 
BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN, TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Mayor Edwards 
authorized Peterson to be a check signatory; Edwards will continue to co-sign. 
 
Nature Center:  End of the year summary and monthly report was provided in the Council packet. 
 
Library:  End of the year report provided; Gasset said the over-all usage of libraries is declining throughout the 
country, although ours is stable. The stainless steel owl sculpture project should be in place by March, in time for the 
Owl Festival. Cost is $3,000; are applying for a SELCO Legacy grant to pay for these; she requested a letter of support 
from the City for the grant.  The six sculptures will be placed on city property, and will be life-sized or larger.  
MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPPROVE COUNCIL SUPPORT FOR THE SCULPTURE 
PROJECT; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  A tour of these sculptures could be arranged for all interested. 
 
Police Report: Chief Breault provided a monthly detailed report of activities.  Stated the state bid for the new squad 
is $29,700 plus the necessary radios, cameras and lettering; the vehicle would be available in approximately 75 days, 
and requested Council authorization to order the new squad. He requested permission to keep the current squad as 
backup.  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON, THAT CHIEF BREAULT ORDER THE SQUAD AS DESCRIBED; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  On another matter, he will be taking a class based on landlord-tenant laws, civil 
vs. criminal; cost is $70.  Staff ID tags: Once photos are available, he will go ahead with the ordering.  Secure Internet 
access is needed for his department; there are two options available.  He will work with Peterson to determine which 
best suits his needs. 
 
Maintenance:  Thesing ordered a heater for the Well House III to keep the water from freezing, and a back-up 
pressure pump will have to be purchased.  The furnace went out in the Maintenance Shed and is being repaired. 
 
SELMLM Annual Meeting in Stewartville:  If anyone is interested in attending, notify Peterson or Jerviss. 
 
SEMCAC:  Due to budget cuts, will no longer provide Senior Dining; Mayor Edwards discussed this with SEMCAC, plus 
that the bus service would be available on a limited basis for residents of Houston (M-F, 11 am. -1:00 pm only); 24 
hours’ notice required.  Jerviss will put the bus information on the public access channel. 
 
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO ADJOURN AT 8:45 PM; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


