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Houston City Council Meeting                                               Minutes                                                July 13, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in regular session on July 13, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards 
called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin 
Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Ed Jacobs,  Randy 
Thesing, Ellyn Baumann, Marlene Schultz, Carol Meeks, Margaret Carlson, Joe Krage, Kendall Bakkum, Jason Konkel, 
Chris Cox.  

Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  Kendall Bakkum, representing Post 94 American Legion Riders, stated the 
group would like to hold their annual fundraising event again at the Festgrounds, possibly the second weekend in 
June.  They are considering making it a two-day event on that weekend, with clean-up on Sunday.  The Council was in 
favor of this event if the necessary details can be worked out; Bakkum was encouraged to contact the City 
Administrator and Chief Breault after the first of the year to do so.  In the meantime, it was suggested the group 
reserve the Festgrounds as soon as possible to make sure they get the date they want.    
 
Marlene Schultz questioned the status of the houses needing repair that were identified almost two years ago. 
Peterson stated the matter is with the City Attorney; she will check with him regarding the status. 
 
Annexation:  The City Attorney has recommended the annexation process be divided into two portions – the first 
being those properties already owned by the City (can be annexed by ordinance) and the second, those properties.  
MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO PASS CITY ORDINANCE 222, ANNEXING LAND LOCATED IN 
HOUSTON TOWNSHIP, HOUSTON COUNTY, MN PURSUANT TO MN STATUTES § 414.033 SUBDIVISION 2 (1) 
PERMITTING ANNEXATION BY ORDINANCE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Huhn Subdivision –Private Well:  The Huhn Subdivision Development Agreement was available for review and 
discussion was held regarding a private well.  As per Item D of the Agreement, referencing City Ordinance #190, 
Section 7, subdivision 1 B2.  The City shall allow the developer to furnish water to their lots by means of private wells, 
to be maintained and operated solely by the developers and/or property owners, with no cost to the City; at present, 
City water is not readily available and main cannot be looped.    
 
The Council will establish its own policy regarding this, but until it is in place, along with the fact that a private well is 
included in the Agreement, and in addition, the Huhn property is located on the very edge of the City and no City 
water is available there at this time, the private well will be permitted.  As per Basic Code section 52.06, all new 
homes or buildings shall connect to the municipal water system if water is available to the property. At the time as 
municipal water becomes available to existing homes or buildings, a direct connection shall be made to the public 
system within a period of time as determined by City council. If connection is not made, a charge will be made 
according to Code Section 52.51. 
 
The neighboring Hoskins property already has a well. It was reiterated that at this time there are no plans to extend 
City water to this area and if it should occur, the City would work with the property owners but there is no guarantee 
as to what the City may require in the future.   
 
Ambulance Purchase: Chris Cox, Ambulance Director, explained that one ambulance is traded every five years and it 
is time to do so.  She discussed the new ambulance that would be the best option; cost will be $114,000 with the 
townships contributing 40% of this cost. Options to sell the old ambulance are still being reviewed as the trade-in 
offer was low. After further discussion, MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO AUTHORIZE COX TO 
NEGOTIATE FOR A NEW AMBULANCE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Fire Department:  Joe Krage distributed minutes from the Fire Department’s last meeting and said that each month’s 
meeting minutes will be provided to the Council from this point on.  He described recent activities, including the 
fundraising that allowed the purchase of a new brush truck.  The old one will be sold as is.  
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Benches:  Two more benches are needed and will be ordered to complete the locations planned, but ordering the 
two benches is on hold at this time.  The sponsorship descriptive flyer will be sent to the bank and AcenTek as well as 
other businesses to encourage them to consider purchasing a bench.  It was noted that the current flower planter 
placards are tarnishing.    
 
Ballfield Update:  Field II is underway; lime that is needed for the infield has been generously donated by Botcher 
Brothers.  Thesing requested and received Council authority to order the backstop and fencing down just past the 
dugouts as well as 8’ outfield fence from Phillips.  The third and first-base fencing can wait until more money is 
available, as a scoreboard needs to be ordered first. Total purchase will be about $37,000 and will be paid for by 
donations to the ballfield fund.   
 
Margaret Carlson thanked the Mayor and others who worked on the curbside garden by Cox Hardware.   
 
Loan Application – Levee Engineering:   To pay for the levee recertification engineering costs, Mike Bubany, City’s 
financial Advisor, recommended the City apply for a MN Rural Water micro loan using Utility Revenue Bonds.  
Peterson requested Council approval to apply for this loan; the total amount will be $175,000.    MOTION MADE BY 
SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE APPLYING FOR THE MN RURAL WATER MICRO LOAN/ UTILITY 
REVENUE BONDS FOR $175,000; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE JUNE 8, 2015 MEETING MINUTES; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report/Bills:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Park and Rec Board:  Matt Schutte is Chair of the Park and Rec Board; he announced that Ethan Scheck has 
submitted his resignation as Summer Rec Director; it is hoped his successor will do as good a job as Ethan has done. 
 
PCA Commendation:  The City and its wastewater treatment facility have received its 23rd consecutive Certification of 
Commendation for exemplary efforts in complying with the MPCA’s permit program of outstanding operation, 
maintenance and compliance of the wastewater treatment system. 
 
City Hall Air Conditioning:  Peterson stated that one of City Hall’s air conditioners needed to be replaced;  she had 
the verbal authority from Mayor Edwards to contact Schroeder HVAC to get it repaired, and requested formal 
approval from the Council.  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE THE CITY HALL AIR 
CONDITIONING REPAIR; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Gambling Permit:  St. Mary’s Catholic Church has requested a gambling permit application for Bingo during 
Hoedown; in interests of time, Peterson approved the request and submitted it to the State, and brought it to the 
Council’s attention at this meeting.    
 
Maintenance:  Getting ready for Hoedown, painting and cleaning up the City. The new City ton truck will be in the 
Hoedown Parade promoting the new archery range.  The City and Summer Rec will also have floats in the parade.   
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:20 P.M.BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
   
  


