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Houston City Council Meeting                                               Minutes                                                June 8, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in regular session on June 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards 
called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin 
Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Ed Jacobs,  Chief David 
Breault, Leonard Olson, Connie Verse, Ellyn Baumann, Marlene Schultz, Carol Meeks, Kathryn Holbrook, Jay 
Wheaton, Irene Vix, Margaret Carlson, Randy White and guest. 

Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  Item F, Flood Levee Recertification will be moved to the head of the 
Agenda.  Public Comment:  Marlene Schultz is donating a Linden shade tree by the band shell from James Schultz 
memorial monies.  Portable Garages:  Question was raised whether a permit is needed for this type of structure.  If it 
is under 200 SF then a permit is not needed but should meet setbacks and be securely anchored.  Peterson will check 
to see if the City ever had an ordinance on this. 
 
Flood Levy Recertification:  Mead & Hunt has completed Phase I of the three-part levee recertification assessment 
and submitted their report, which determined that upgrades/modifications are necessary at this time. Phase II-
Engineering Analysis will determine options to address the issues identified. Phase III is the design criteria that 
identifies cost estimates for the work to be completed; it will address any outstanding certification issues and 
complete the final FEMA submission. Total cost to complete Phase II and III is estimated at $151,680. Peterson stated 
that the recertification is necessary to retain FEMA assistance and coverage in case of disaster. 
 Potential concerns thus far include freeboard requirements near the Farmers Coop Elevator and the area by 
the old Beckman Farm on Hwy 76, where the need for a separate levee was questioned. 
 Soil borings: The Army Corps does not have these records accessible so they must be repeated if they cannot 
be located; on hold to hear back from the Corps’ Lead Engineer.  Peterson will continue to search for any supporting 
information regarding the soil borings and the Hwy 76/levee. Wheaton stated that requirements and design 
standards have changed since the original construction, so it may be the only way some of the problems can be 
corrected is to go ahead with the soil borings. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE PHASE II 
OF THE LEVEE CERTIFICATION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Prairie Meadows – Mowing, Infrastructure:   In the past, various individuals have mowed this area in exchange for 
the hay. The City has an ordinance that grass and weeds cannot be higher than six inches, after which the area must 
be mowed.  After discussion, in order to stay within the ordinance, it was determined that the City will mow Prairie 
Meadows; keeping it mowed would also maintain a better appearance suitable for a development. 

Infrastructure:  Several individuals have expressed interest in purchasing lots in Prairie Meadows; of the 
seven that were available on Kilborn, four have been spoken for at this time.  There is also interest in Stoddard Street 
lots and one person is likely to apply for a building permit on one of the Huhn lots and would like City services. 
Information is being gathered as to the feasibility of a private well or long water service if the City is not ready to 
authorize the additional infrastructure to this lot.  City ordinance allows that if City water becomes available, then the 
City could require hook up to this service.  The Developers Agreement with Huhn says they could dig a well.                                  

Prior commitments: The City needs to put in another layer of pavement on Kilborn and also pave eastern 
portions of Spruce and Elm Streets. Commitments to the area include Items 1, 2, 3, and 4 (asphalt) and 5 (asphalt), 
for a total of $130,000.  The additional amount to finish to the subdivision would be approximately $420,000 for a 
total of approximately $550,000.  If the City decides to move forward with the infrastructure, Bubany suggested 
exploring a TIF option as well as increasing the lot purchase amount to $20,000 which would cover most of the  
infrastructure costs. The Planning Commission discussed the infrastructure needs in this area and has recommended  
to the Council that it consider bringing water and sewer to this area to promote development and the purchase of 
lots for new homes. Peterson will get more information from Bubany on financing. 
 
Nuisance Properties:  Four houses have been given the proper notices required, and the order for compliance was 
hand-delivered by city police. There has been little if any response or action from the four property owners to correct 
the violations cited.  It was noted that there was no roofing permit obtained for the Spruce Street house even though 
the owner did some work on half the roof.   
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The City Attorney recommended the City move ahead with a motion for summary judgement on the properties 
identified.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN, TO MOVE AHEAD WITH THE SUMMARY MOTION 
FOR JUDGEMENT ON THE FOUR PROPERTIES IDENTIFIED; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  A summons will be sent 
to each of the four property owners.  One of the properties may have had a change in ownership; if this is the case, 
once the sale is recorded, the City will issue a nuisance notice. 
 
Zoning Ordinances – Lot Sizes, Building Standards:  The Planning Commission held a public hearing regarding 
recommended amendments to Code Section 151.21 R-1 (Single Family Residential District) and 151.04 Zoning 
Definitions 151.25 C-1 and 151.26  C-2 (Commercial Zoning). There were no objections to these amendments. The 
Planning Commission recommended the Council approve these as Ordinance 219 and 220 .  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, 
SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENTS TO 151.21 R-1, 151.25 C-1, 151.26 C-2, AND 151.04, OR 
ORDINANCES 219 AND 220 AS PRESENTED; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The ordinances will be published in 
the Banner. 
 
Business Regulations Ordinance – Mobile Food Units:  Peterson presented Ordinance 221, which would amend City 
Code Chapter 113: Peddlers, Solicitors, Transient Merchants and Mobile Food Units as follows:   
 
SECTION 1:§113.01 DEFINITIONS:  City Code §113.01 is hereby amended to add the following:   

MOBILE FOOD UNIT.  A mobile food unit is a food and beverage service establishment that is a vehicle 
mounted unit, either motorized or trailered, and readily movable, placed on private or public property for the 
purpose of sales to the general public.  
 PUBLIC FESTIVALS.  Community festivals as approved by the City Council.  A list of approved community 
festivals shall remain on file at City Hall. 

SECTION 2: §113.03 TO §113.06 LICENSING, NOT ADOPTED 
SECTION 3: §113.07 REGISTRATION   City Code §113.07 is hereby amended to read as following:  

 All peddlers, solicitors, transient merchants and mobile food vendors shall be required to register with the 
City 10 days prior to related activity. Transient Merchants and Mobile Food Units must show proof of an agreement 
with organizers of a licensed auction or an approved public festival. Persons engaging in door-to-door advocacy shall 
not be required to register. The term DOOR-TO-DOOR ADVOCACY includes door-to-door canvassing and 
pamphleteering as vehicles for the dissemination of religious, political and other ideas. Registrations shall be non-
transferable.  Penalty, see §10.99. 

SECTION 4: §113.08 PROBHIBITED ACTIVITIES.  City Code §113.08 is hereby amended to add the following: 
 Mobile Food Units and Transient Merchants are prohibited unless they operate during a public festival or a 
licensed auction, under an agreement with organizers of the event. City Council may also grant approval on a case-
by-case basis.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 221; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  A list of approved festivals will be available at City Hall and guidelines established.  The Hoedown 
Board member responsible for Festgrounds rental needs to inform each renter of the alcohol and food regulations.  
Guidelines will be printed out and given to this contact person.  Question was raised as to what should be done in a 
food truck arrives in town and has no permit.  Peterson and Chief Breault will resolve this question. 
 
Special Events/Temporary Liquor Licenses:  The current process will remain in force; all temporary liquor licenses 
will come before the Council for approval.   As per Code 118.21, any special event, especially those with liquor, will 
need Council approval.   MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE, TO APPROVE HOEDOWN’S TEMPORARY 
LIQUOR LICENSE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  A second MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY 
KNUTSON, TO APPROVE THE VALLEY VIEW HEALTHCARE AND REHAB FOUNDATION’S TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  The Legion provides alcohol at the Festgrounds so can apply for a temporary 
liquor license for events not sponsored by non-profit. MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO 
APPROVE THE LEGION’S TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE FOR A JULY 4 PARTY; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
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Employee Life and Short-Term Disability Insurance:  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE 
RENEWAL OF THE EMPLOYEE LIFE AND SHORT-TERM DISABILITY INSURANCE AND CHANGE AGENCY TO THE 
DANIELSON INSURANCE AGENCY; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Organization Memberships: Council approved renewing the City’s membership with the Minnesota Association of 
Small Cities. 
 
Nature Center Equipment:  Peterson stated that the Nature Center gift shop could see more profits if there was a 
system to allow credit cards.  The Apple IPad has an application that simplifies the use of credit cards; Peterson 
recommended the Council approve purchase of the IPad.  Video Camera System:  Chief Breault has checked into 
updating the video security system at the Nature Center so it is more effective.  He recommends a unit that will 
provide 24-7, 360-degree coverage with night infrared.  It could also provide coverage for the band shell.  MOTION 
TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF AN IPAD FOR $399 AND ALSO A NEW CAMERA SYSTEM FOR THE NATURE CENTER IN 
AN AMOUNT OF $478.35; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE MAY 11 MINUTES; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  A second MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE MAY 14 SPECIAL 
COUNCIL MEETING; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
Financial Report:  Summer Rec equipment damaged during the water leak in the Community Center has been 
replaced using insurance coverage funds.  In response to a question, the Legion’s donation for Hoedown fireworks 
must be processed through the City.  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL 
REPORT AND PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Other:  It was noted that the sidewalk in front of the house on the corner of Grant/Maple Street must be kept clear; a 
letter or call will be placed to the homeowner.  
 
Scenic ByWays Designation:  Historic Bluff Country will meet on June 18 to discuss renewal of the Scenic ByWays 
Designation.  Peterson will be attending as will Schutte and Schultz and possibly Marlene Schultz.   
 
Department Reports:    

Police:  LTG system is activated and in the first phase, but not in the squads as yet. State will no longer accept 
paper tickets. County Sheriff holding a two-day training covering all the courses needed to retain certification, at no 
charge to the cities.                       

Maintenance:  The new archery range is now open and ready for use.  A Hoedown float is planned to 
promote the range.  Necessary signage and fee schedule are being developed to help with maintenance expenses. An 
annual membership will be available or a daily user fee.  The new pump has been installed at the sewer plant. 

A report has been received about a water leak in Dawn Drive street; once the water table is lower, the source 
can be better determined. 

 
Food Shelf:  Schutte stated that Brent Stampka and he will be working on the Food Shelf renovation. 
 
MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 PM; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
   
 
 
 
 
 


