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The Houston City Council met in regular session on June 9, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards 
called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin 
Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Larry Jerviss, Ed Jacobs, Audrey 
Hegland, Chief David Breault, Marlene Schultz, Ellyn Baumann, Karla and Hein Bloem, Angie Rodenburg of the 
Fillmore County Journal, Karla Peterson and Paul Halvorson of MDH, Dick Gaustad, Ethan Scheck and Margie Frutiger.  

Additions to the Agenda: Matt Schutte: Controlled intersection on Spruce and Sheridan Streets.    

Public Comment:  Marlene Schultz: A suitable place has not yet been determined for the large Trail Towns sign; she 
will continue to work with Maintenance to find a spot near the Trail that will work.   She questioned the status of the 
old house on the corner of Spruce and Jefferson; whether progress is being made to get its current condition 
addressed. The Hometown Pride group has planted flowers in the large pots and will place engraved plaques 
commemorating those who sponsored the pots.    

 Radium Project Update – MN Dept. of Health: Karla Peterson and Paul Halvorson of the MDH were present 
regarding the higher than acceptable levels of radium in the City’s water supply. Peterson stated that this problem is 
prevalent in SE MN and neighboring towns are addressing the issue by either digging a new well, building a treatment 
plant, or both. Home water softeners may provide treatment sufficient to control the levels of manganese and 
radium if both hot and cold water are treated. Peterson stated that radium is naturally occurring, odorless, tasteless 
and it would take 70 years of drinking two liters of water per day to have an excess cancer risk at 1.10,000 of 
1:1,000,000. Drilling another deep well may not eliminate radium. Conversely, drilling a shallower well may have less 
radium, but a greater chance for nitrates, and will have less flow capacity.   

Copies of a sample compliance agreement were distributed; the City should determine the best option, 
secure funding for the project, then design plans and initiate construction. Such projects may take four to five years 
to complete and to be in compliance. To drill a new well takes approximately three-four years; a treatment plant can 
take up to six years.  The MDH can assist with funding by providing a $10,000 matching grant, and by sending 
geologists to sample nearby wells.  Other funding sources may be the USDA, MN Rural Water and MN PFA. Cost for a 
treatment plant can cost approximately $1.5-2 million. The MDH recommended an enhanced manganese iron 
filtration treatment plant even though more expensive.  

They MDH representatives recommended the City televise the existing well casing that is being repaired 
before the work is completed, to determine the condition of the casing to avoid future expense. Jacobs will call the 
company to see if they would televise it and the cost.  

After lengthy discussion, it was felt that drilling a new well would be an expensive and uncertain fix whereas 
building a treatment plant would be a sure fix to the problem.  The City was advised to talk to other communities 
currently going through the process such as Lewiston, Lanesboro, La Crescent, and Winona.  La Crescent and 
Rushford have a treatment plant, and Rushford Village has a new well.                                                                                                                                            
          Within the next two weeks, the City should draft a compliance agreement with the MDH, which will be placed 
on the July 14 Council meeting agenda.  In the meantime, Peterson will check on USDA requirements prior to 
preparing the agreement.    

Lawn Chair Concert Series:  A grant has been received to help pay for the Series, beginning on July 2.  It is 
coordinated by volunteers, one of which is a Lions member. The current grant requires that the fiscal agent be a 
nonprofit.  The Lions has served as the fiscal agent but the event is held on City land. The City’s Park and Rec 
Department is involved in establishing regulations for the event. Insurance coverage was discussed and if it should be 
under the City’s umbrella.  In order for the City to provide the insurance, it must be a City-sponsored event, as per 
MLC. MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE THAT FOR THIS YEAR, FOR INSURANCE PURPOSES, THE 
CITY AGREES TO BE THE SPONSOR FOR THE LAWN CHAIR CONCERT SERIES WITH THE LIONS ORGANIZATION SERVING 
AS FISCAL AGENT; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

Lions Club – Access to Band Shell: Access to the band shell is difficult for some of the band members and attendees. 
The Lions would like to see a path or road made down to the band shell and have set aside $6,000 for this.  A specific  
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plan and drawings will be presented at next month’s Council meeting. Recognizing the path could not be built in time 
for this season’s concerts, Jerviss volunteered to be on hand to use the City’s Ranger to haul band equipment, etc. 
down to the band shell.  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ALLOW A 10 FT. VEHICLE ACCESS 
PATHWAY DOWN TO THE BAND SHELL PENDING FINAL DESIGN AND COST ESTIMATES; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Donation from Houston Money Creek Snowriders: MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO ACCEPT THE 
HOUSTON MONEY CREEK SNOWRIDERS $500 DONATION FOR THE CITY BALLFIELD; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   

Hoedown – Temporary Liquor License: MOTION TO APPROVE THE HOEDOWN TEMPORARY LIQUOR LICENSE FOR 
JULY 25-27, 2014; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Conditional Use Request – 114 N. Grant (Quonset Hut):  Postponed for Planning Commission to discuss and bring 
their recommendation back to the Council. 

Variance Request – 214 S. Sherman St:  Recommended for approval by the Planning Commission; resident will be 
adding a porch that meets the variance requirements.  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO APPROVE 
THE VARIANCE REQUEST FOR 214 S. SHERMAN ST AS RECOMMENDED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan Statement of Interest:  Houston County is applying for funds to update the County 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Each city must submit a resolution of Statement of Interest if they plan to participate.  
MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE A STATEMENT OF INTEREST RESOLUTION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE HOUSTON COUNTY HAZARDOUS MITIGATION PLAN UPDATE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   

 Summary Publication of Ordinance 216:  Ordinance 216 with amendments to the Code was adopted at the May 
council meeting and a summary publication of Ordinance 216 prepared. MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY 
SCHUTTE TO PASS A RESOLUTION TO PUBLISH THE SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 216; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Cedar Street Sewer Lining Quotes:  Davy Engineering has reviewed the tapes of sewers; the process revealed that 
Cedar Street needs immediate work in order to maintain and prevent further damage. It is recommended to line two 
blocks of sewer where the damage is located. To do so, the sanitary sewers will have to be shut down.  Mayor 
Edwards said the nursing home will be replacing its sewer lines so there may be a way to work together on this, and 
directed the Maintenance Department and City Administrator to talk with their Maintenance person. Quotes were 
received for the work; MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE QUOTE FROM 
MUNICIPAL PIPE TOOL COMPANY, LLC FOR $15,210, WHICH IS MINUS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE $4,000 EXTRA IF 
PROJECT IS DONE AT NIGHT; THIS CAN BE DECIDED UPON AT A LATER TIME; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Sale Method for 1992 F350 Truck and 10’ Plow Blade: Jacobs recommends using Purple Wave on-line sales to sell 
the truck and plow.  There is no charge for their service since the City is a governmental agency.  Jacobs was directed 
to proceed with the sale as recommended.  

Controlled Intersection at Sheridan and Spruce Streets:  Schutte stated that with the completion of the Onsgard 
Court, he is concerned about the increase in vehicle traffic and children playing in the area, and would like to see 
some controls instituted. For one, the yellow striping on the curb needs to be increased for better vehicle visibility, 
and appropriate signage posted; suggested signs were: School Zone, Children at Play and Stop Signs.  After 
discussion, MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ, TO EXTEND THE YELLOW ON THE CURB AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF SHERIDAN AND SPRUCE STREETS, EXTEND THE CURB STOP SIGNS ON EAST-WEST SPRUCE, AND 
REPLACE TWO EXISTING OLD CHILDREN AT PLAY SIGNS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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Minutes:  MOTION TO APPROVE THE MAY COUNCIL MINUTES MADE BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Financial Report:  Jerviss presented the financial report; the first half of property taxes will be received early; waiting 
for paperwork from the City attorney to receive the OHV reimbursement.  Approval was given to pay the bills. 

Department Reports:  
Nature Center: Just returned from Owl Seminar in Italy where she was guest speaker.   
Summer Rec:  All 12 and Under and 14 and Over teams were sponsored; names are on the t-shirts. The teams 

are playing in the Coulee Region league which offers better competition and learning experiences. Registrations this 
year are higher than ever before – 235 youth.   

Police:  Officer Darrin Daveau has moved to Houston and has regular hours of work. He will be assigned to 
work more closely with the youth of Houston four hours per week to establish a good rapport. Software issue: The 
County will not be processing ICR’s for the City in the near future so the appropriate software needs to be purchased 
to process the ICR’s here, making sure that it aligns with that of the County. Chief Breault was directed to obtain a 
price quote and bring this information back to the Council.  

Maintenance: Street repair will be done this week or early next. Dike inspection:  Army Corps inspectors 
coming this week; any deficiencies cited last year have been corrected.  Comment was made that the weeds need to 
be sprayed around the playground area at the ball field and also the Nature Center.  The newly hired part-time 
employees are working well.  The new plow truck should be outfitted and ready for sale. The VFD drives that were 
installed two years ago need to be moved into a cooler environment as the heat they generate is harmful to the 
blowers. They will be moved to the office, where the temperatures will not be so high.   

Community Clean-Up Weekend went well; the two dumpsters were full.  If done again next year, suggestion was 
made to include a tour of the WastewaterTreatment Plant.   

City Administrator:  Elections are coming up; Council terms expiring are Mayor Edwards, Kevin Knutson, and Cheryl 
Sanden.  Judges training is scheduled in July in Caledonia at the Courthouse.  The Planning Commission will meet on 
Monday, June 16; the City Attorney will be present at the meeting to facilitate discussion on certain agenda items.  

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 8:40 PM MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

 

                

 

 

 

 

   

 

  


