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Houston City Council Meeting                                               Minutes                                                May 11, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in regular session on May 11, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards 
called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin 
Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Randy Thesing, Ed 
Jacobs, Dick Gaustad, Connie Verse, Ellyn Baumann, Marlene Schultz, Marilyn Erickson and Carol Meeks. 

 Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  Schultz added Item H, Sherman Street trees.  Comment was made that 
the houses originally placed on the disrepair list and given a deadline for improvement have not been seen 
improvement.  Peterson stated she is waiting until the latest deadline passes, then evaluate the status at that time 
and proceed from there with the next step.  Benches:  The benches for Cedar Street have been ordered; to help 
defray the cost, posters will be developed and placed around town indicating that contributions, sponsorships or 
memorials are welcome.  A commemorative plaque will be placed on the bench.  The Hometown Pride group will be 
asked to help get the word out about this. 
 
OHV Project Update – Trails Unlimited Contract:  Mayor Edwards stated that the project is still in its very early 
stages. She presented an agreement with the USDA Forest Service Trails Unlimited Enterprise Unit for Council’s 
consideration and approval.  The organization is composed of trail experts who will evaluate the proposed OHV Trail 
System and provide insight into its possible impact on the natural resources and environmental concerns that may 
exist in the area.  The first phase - Planning and Design - will help determine if the project is feasible; if it is, then the 
group could provide training for trail design, construction, maintenance and management.  Trails Unlimited is very 
interested in coming to Houston and Mayor Edwards said experts from throughout the country will come to serve on 
the project.   MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT WITH TRAILS UNLIMITED; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Members of the OHV club installed a fence on the property leading up into the city-owned land to prevent 
unauthorized four-wheelers, etc. from trespassing.  Fencing materials were paid for by the clubs and will be 
reimbursed by the Grant-in-Aid program.   
    Peterson informed the Council of a new DNR grant that is available in the amount of $70,000.  She 
requested Council approval to apply.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE THAT PETERSON SUBMIT 
AN APPLICATION FOR THE DNR RECREATIONAL TRAIL GRANT AS DESCRIBED; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 An appraisal will be needed for OHV access land; the exact location has not yet been determined but in 
interests of time, the City would like to have an appraiser ready who can be called when necessary.  MOTION MADE 
BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO CONTRACT WITH AN APPRAISER TO BE AVAILABLE WHEN NEEDED; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Mayor Edwards stated that this project will help the local economy, even in its preliminary 
stages. 
 
Nature Center Web Site:  Connie Verse is working part-time and doing a good job. To help move forward, Friends of 
the Nature Center will contribute $3,000 toward a website development project.  A company has submitted a 
website development proposal that will include website design and development, content acquisition and 
placement, organic SEO Research and Implementation, and word press training for $2,250.  In addition, as Phase 2, 
they will update current Nature Center logo and redevelop it to represent the new focus, at an estimated charge of 
up to $1,000 depending on work involved.  Suggestion was made to consider incorporating the City logo into an all-
encompassing new City logo that will rebrand what Houston represents. Schultz volunteered to represent the EDA to 
help with this project. MOTION BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ACCEPT THE WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 
PROPOSAL FROM VISION DESIGN GROUP FOR $2,250; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Nature Center Budget:  Peterson presented the Nature Center 2015 and 2016 budget changes that have occurred.  
Projected year-end budget shows the City will be a bit short but less than what it has been previously. Preliminary 
budget for 2016 looks better, and includes factoring in two interns.   MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE 
TO APPROVE THE REVISED 2015 NATURE CENTER BUDGET; MOTION CARRIED UANIMOUSLY.  
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Marketing/Part-time Nature Center Position:  Peterson reviewed two applications received for the Part-Time 
Marketing/Nature Center position and stated both were very qualified.  The Personnel Committee recommends 
hiring both individuals, Taylor Laschenski to provide marketing assistance and Diana Weinhardt-Treangen to help at 
the Nature Center. Each position would be for six months and average 12 hours/week, at a rate of $9.00/hour to 
meet the upcoming minimum wage requirement.  Job descriptions were attached, including one for the Nature 
Center Manager.  
 
Seasonal Maintenance Staff:  Council previously approved two individuals for the 2015 Maintenance positions; one 
candidate chose not to accept the offer to the Personnel Committee recommends Dick Gaustad to be the second 
seasonal worker; updated job description was provided, with removed reference to snow plowing. 
 
Park and Rec Committee Appointments:  Council was asked to approve two new members to the Committee: Ashley 
Olson and Jessica Olson.   
 
MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF THE TWO PART-TIME 
MARKETING/NATURE CENTER POSITIONS, THE SEASONAL MAINTENANCE STAFF PERSON, AND THE TWO NEW 
MEMBERS TO THE PARK AND REC COMMITTEE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
2015 City Meeting Calendar-Revised:  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE REVISED 
2015 CITY MEETING CALENDAR; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Trees:  There are boulevard trees along Sherman Street by the elementary school that will need to come down. They 
are the responsibility of the school unless they are condemned, in which case it will be a 50-50 shared cost.  Principal 
Bartz would like to replace the trees.  A proposal from the school to replace the trees should be brought to the Tree 
Board. 
Also part of the school’s responsibility is a tree at the SE corner of Spruce and Sheridan that is in poor shape. Schultz 
will invite Principal Bartz and a School Board member to attend Tree Board’s next meeting on May 28. 
 
Minutes:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE APRIL 13 MINUTES; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report:  MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO PAY THE BILLS; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Benches:  Posters will be developed and placed around town that the new benches are available for sponsorship to 
help offset the cost.   
 
Department Reports:   
 Police:  Chief Breault reported he is continuing the LETG training and working to get his computer set up for it 
when the system goes live in two weeks.  He needs a small camera suitable for reconnaissance.  He was instructed to 
get a camera that would work for this purpose.   
 Nature Center:  Connie Verse reported she is working on a children’s program and has an AmeriCorp 
volunteer helping until the end of August.   

Maintenance:  Thesing reported on the following:  Bathrooms in Central Park are open; ballgame season 
beginning; working to get lime donated for second field; the sandbox is now covered so children playing there will be 
protected.  Needed street repairs are getting done except Ellsworth, which is being delayed until it is decided what 
must be done with the water main.  Sludge has been hauled from the treatment plant; water mains flushed; Archery  
Range has been started; main pump is burned out in the lift station and must be replaced; cost estimates received so 
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far are $6500 but it is a necessary repair.  One hydrant broke during the flushing of the mains that did not have an 
isolation valve  (Grant and Anderson Streets) and this was temporarily repaired. There is another similar situation by 
the elementary school on Sherman/Spruce Streets; each costs $3,000.  The project will have cost approximately 
$6,000 when completed for the two hydrants. MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO REPLACE THE 
TWO FIRE HYDRANTS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Lighted Entry Way Sign:  Thesing had checked to see what it would cost to run electricity to the sign, which would be 
quite expensive, as there is 540 ft. of trenching that would have to be done.  Schutte will investigate a solar panel big 
enough to be similar in lighting capacity to a flood light.   

Pocket Garden by Community Center:  Mayor Edwards requested help in cleaning up the garden; Hegland 
volunteered to assist.  

Food Shelf:  Renovation going well; should be completed by summer.   

MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:07 P.M. MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  

  

   
 
    


