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Houston City Council Meeting                                                   Minutes                                                    November 10, 2014                                                     

 
The Houston City Council met in regular session on November 10, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor 
Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Kevin 
Knutson, Matt Schutte, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Chief David Breault, Steve 
Halvorson, Randy Thesing, Marlene Schultz, Ellyn Baumann, Karla and Hein Bloem, Frank Daniels, Carol Meeks, Sheryl 
Sherry, Marilyn Erickson, Ethan Scheck, Chris Kildahl.    
 
Changes to the Agenda / Public Comment:  One addition to the agenda:  Item H:  Street Lights.  Marlene Schultz 
reminded everyone of the upcoming Hollidazzle event on December 6.  Mayor Edwards thanked the Hometown Pride 
group for decorating the attractive outdoor planters throughout town.   
 
Canvassing Board:  2014 election results were included in the Council packet; MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY 
SANDEN TO ACCEPT THE RESULTS OF THE 2014 GENERAL ELECTION AND APPROVE THE CANVASSING REPORT; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Food Shelf – Space Needs:  Food Shelf Chairman Laurie Le Grande met with Mayor Edwards and Matt Schutte to 
discuss the needs of the current Food Shelf building.  Available space, accessibility, and adequate heat continue to be 
a problem. Steve Halvorson was present representing the Thrivent organization, saying the organization is willing to 
help. Various solutions were discussed, one of which was to remodel and expand the current available space. Thesing 
stated that a new furnace already is being installed, and that it was especially needed since the building contains 
water pipes that feed the Community Center that must be heated. Halvorson proposed to form teams of Thrivent 
members who could volunteer to work on the remodeling and donate needed building materials, thereby qualifying 
the project for Thrivent funding support. Schutte and Ethan Scheck volunteered to develop plans for the remodeling 
and bring the information to the December Council meeting.  Steve Halvorson will be kept informed as well. Jerviss 
will determine what records and city materials must be kept that are now stored in the building.    
 
Residential Property Orders – Response:  Peterson has sent letters to property owners who have homes that need 
repair, specifying a date for repair completion.  The orders for completion were served by the Police Department as 
specified by State Statute.  Peterson outlined the options available to the Council at this time. Frank Daniels stated he 
has had delay in the roof repair due to being unsuccessful in hiring help, but has now found someone, and that work 
should be completed yet this fall.  He has applied for a permit for the work.  He said the remaining parts of the house 
needing repair may have to wait until warmer weather next year. He requested the Council’s forbearance in this 
matter.  
      Peterson recommended the Council wait to see what is actually done on the roof and review this matter again at 
their December meeting.  
 
Liquor License Renewals:  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE THE LIQUOR LICENSE 
RENEWALS FOR JT’S BAR & GRILL AND THE AMERICAN LEGION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Preliminary 2015 Budget: Peterson prepared a text summary of the proposed budget; no increase in the levy. The 
LGA is expected to remain approximately the same. In addition to ongoing expenses, there are significant facility and 
infrastructure needs which will greatly impact the budget in the upcoming years.  The City’s financial advisor will be 
consulted to determine the capability to finance future projects.  It is crucial for city staff to pursue funding 
assistance such as low interest loans and grants.  The high priority projects are:   

Radium Treatment Plant:  Will take several years to plan and costs could approach $2 million. It  is necessary 
to reduce the radium levels by 2018, as per a required compliance agreement with the MDH.   

Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF):  A preliminary assessment of the facility has been done by Davy 
Engineering; it is 10 years past its life expectancy and may soon need a new clarifier at an estimated $60-80,000 cost. 
The City needs to start planning for a replacement of some or all components.  
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Infrastructure Maintenance/Replacement: Many streets/utilities are aging and repairs will become more 
frequent and costly; recent pavement projects need to be maintained by sealcoating. The cost to maintain 
infrastructure is an ongoing expense and a permanent fund is needed for this purpose. A goal of $100,000/year for a 
city the size of Houston would be a minimum. 

New Infrastructure:  One way to grow the tax base is to encourage new construction. For this to happen, it is 
often necessary for the City to assist in the planning and construction of new infrastructure. Assessment policies are 
important to establish the cost share for property owners. The auditor has suggested that the City do a water/sewer 
study for the larger projects. 

Community Center:  Significant repairs and upgrades are needed at the Community Center. The Planning 
Commission and Council voted in favor of researching options for a new building. A rough estimate for a new 
community center would be $1.5 million. Grants and private donations will be key to moving this project forward. 

Peterson reviewed the various funds included in the report, the potential budget impact, and future goals for 
each.  The Truth in Taxation Public Hearing will be held in December, after which the Council will approval the final 
budget.  
   
Prairie Meadows Development – Proposed Amendment to Development Agreement / Donation of Lots to City:  
The owner has indicated approval of the proposed amendment to the Development Agreement including donating 
21 of the lots to the City. If this occurs, the City would like to encourage new interest in the lots. The City would gain 
tax revenue as a result of developing the area and would also have a positive impact on the local economy and the 
school.   

She has spoken with each homeowner on Kilborn Street about this development. The large, older home that 
was moved onto a lot is a major concern of these homeowners and must be made a priority.   

MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ACCEPT THE NOVEMBER 10, 2014 FIRST 
AMENDMENT TO THE PRAIRIE MEADOWS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH PAYMENT IN LIEU OF PHASE I 
OBLIGATIONS TO BE $7-10,000, AND THAT IF CHANGES ARE MADE, THE COUNCIL WILL RECONVENE; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Peterson stated that Wingert and Hemker have verbally agreed to this draft.  If there are 
any changes, she will get back to the Council.   
 
Building Code – Permitting and Inspection Program:  Peterson requested the Council consider a part-time in-house 
building inspector in lieu of CMS; fees should cover the wages paid.  The applicant will be requested to take the exam 
for building officials.  She suggested advertising to see if there is any interest in this position and go from there.  The 
Council recommended a job description be developed and approved by the Personnel Committee.  Applicants must 
commit to taking the exam, and it is important that they be able to learn the Code and work well with area 
contractors. Sanden suggested they be hired during colder weather to give them time to get ready for the warmer 
months when there is more inspection activity.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO DRAFT THE 
NECESSARY JOB DESCRIPTION AND PREPARE THE AD FOR THE POSITION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Street Lights:  The Legion has been opening its doors early in the morning for those who wish coffee and breakfast.  
Concern has been voiced about how dark it is in front of the building at that time, and whether it would be possible 
to have the two street lights by the front lit earlier. Thesing requested Council permission to attempt to override the 
timer of these two lights; it may not be possible to do so.  He will make the attempt and see the results. 
 
Minutes:  Schultz requested the addition of the following to the minutes:  Schultz asked Randy White if he felt the 
interior of the house at 314 W. Spruce was unsafe; Mr. White had replied that he did not think it was safe.  MOTION 
BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 14 MINUTES AS AMENDED; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Financial Report/Review of Bills:  Question was asked whether accounts that have not had a balance for a long time 
can be removed; Peterson will check with Jerviss.   
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She reported that LAWCON signage is required by the DNR and needs to be replaced.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, 
SECONDED BY SANDEN TO PAY THE BILLS, INCLUDING THE KRUMRIE TREE INVOICE FOR $550; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Department Reports:   
 Maintenance:  Thesing reported that the city equipment is ready for winter.  
 Nature Center:  A written report was submitted in the Council packet; Bloem reported that she is preparing 
for the International Owl Festival in March, and that there are visitors coming from many countries.  The recent 
Midnight Hoot Scoot race realized $1,700 and will be well worth repeating next year. 
 Police:  The new communication system software will be activated in December. Chief Breault stated he is 
looking forward to working with the new Sheriff that was just elected. 
 Tourism Assessment Program:  Hein Bloem and Matt Schutte attended the Tourism Assessment Program 
Finale Report event in Akeley, MN on behalf of Houston to present what progress has been made toward promoting 
tourism in the city.  Houston was one of five small towns chosen by the U of M Extension to participate in this 
program.  A final public meeting will be held next year with U of M tourism experts.    
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 7:45 PM MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  


