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Houston City Council Meeting                                                   Minutes                                                    October 14, 2014                                                     

The Houston City Council met in regular session on October 14, 2014 at 6:04 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor 
Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Kevin 
Knutson, Matt Schutte, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Ed Jacobs, Chief David 
Breault, Marcie Jenson, Marlene Schultz, Ellyn Baumann, Karla and Hein Bloem, Terry White, and  Margaret Carlson.  
Item J: Community Center Boiler Pipe was added to the agenda. 
 
Public Comment:  Marlene Schultz announced that the Hollidazzle event is planned for December 6, 2014. 
 
Animal Control: Peterson noted that the Basic Code requires cats to be licensed.  Concern was noted regarding 
identification tags/collars.  Marcie Jenson suggested people could use break-away collars.  Mayor Edwards asked if 
descriptions of cat will be with the license.  Karla Bloem suggested a more in-depth article to inform the public of the 
City regulations and benefits of keeping cats in doors.  Jenson explained her procedure of trapping stray cats and 
assessing them for 48 hours.  If the cat is not feral, she will hold it for five days.  If nobody calls within the five days, 
she will adopt the cat out.  She suggested getting the message out soon, before winter.  She will work with Chief 
Breault to get permission to trap areas and buildings that have a lot of cats.   
 
Levee Recertification:  A letter was received from FEMA informing the City of requirements to meet Federal 
standards for the flood levee.  FEMA requests an agreement from the City agreeing to provide the necessary 
information showing compliance.  Mayor Edwards questioned Paragraph 2 on page 2 of the letter.  Peterson 
explained it was basically FEMA encouraging the purchase of flood insurance as precautionary.  MOTION MADE BY 
SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN, FOR THE CITY TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE RECERTIFICATION OF THE LEVEE; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Donation from Friends of the Nature Center.  Connie Verse presented a check in the amount of $12,000 to the City.  
MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO ACCEPT DONATION FROM FRIENDS OF THE NATURE 
CENTER AS PER RESOLUTION 2014-13; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. Mayor Edward expressed appreciation for 
all the work of the Friends group. 
 
Residential Property Compliance: Peterson gave an update on several properties in which the Council requested a 
plan for compliance.  Two property owners submitted plans, one did not submit a plan, and the others have plans 
underway. Schultz acknowledged the great job Lind is doing on the property at 118 South Ellsworth.  Sanden 
suggested sending a letter of appreciation to her.  General comments were made about town looking good and much 
work happening on houses. 
 
206 S. Lincoln:  A letter from Frank Daniels was included in the Council packet. 
 
314 W. Spruce:  A letter from Randy White was handed out at the meeting.  Terry White stated Randy would start 
work on the house when he was finished caring for their mother.  Council discussed timeline to complete CMS 
criteria for White house.  Terry White mentioned potential fixes.  Schultz asked about the safety of the interior and 
White stated he did not think it was safe.  Peterson answered a question regarding timeframe for permitting and 
stated it would not delay the repairs.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO DECLARE NUISANCE 
FOR 314 W. SPRUCE AND 206 S. LINCOLN AND ORDER REPAIRS BE MADE BY THE DECEMBER 31, 2014; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
  
414 W. Spruce and 109 S. Sheridan:  Property owner for each of these properties informed City Hall they have plans 
for demolition.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO DECLARE NUISANCE FOR 414 W. SPRUCE 
AND 109 S. SHERIDAN AND ORDER THE DEMOLITION TAKE PLACE BY MAY 31, 2015; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY.    
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114 W. Spruce: No plan has been submitted to repair porch/deck; MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY 
KNUTSON TO DECLARE NUISANCE FOR 114 W. SPRUCE AND ORDER REPAIRS BE MADE BY DECEMBER 31, 2014; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    
 
Summer Recreation Director:  MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ADVERTISE FOR TEMPORARY 
SUMMER RECREATION DIRECTOR POSITION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Phased Retirement Option: Peterson explained that Larry Jerviss agreed to stay on past his retirement date of 
February 2, 2015 and continue the accounting duties for the City at reduced hours and reduced wage.  The 
arrangement would follow the Phased Retirement Plan approved by the League of Minnesota Cities. The City would 
no longer need to pay Health Insurance or PERA for Jerviss.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO 
ACCEPT THE PHASED RETIREMENT PLAN FOR LARRY JERVISS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Archery Grant: The City was awarded a $5,000 matching grant from the DNR to establish an archery range.  It was 
suggested to apply to Acentek or others for additional funds. Knutson suggested checking on insurance 
requirements. 
 
State Health Improvement Funds (SHIP): The City was awarded $1,700 to install a wayfinding/information sign at 
Trailhead Park, $1,000 for advertising Trailhead Park, and $800 for bike racks.  Mayor Edwards recommended getting 
prices and ideas for South Park.  It was agreed to ask the SHIP program to swap the $800 for the South Park sign 
instead of for bike racks.  Council suggested proposals be submitted to Park and Rec for signs.  Schutte will help solicit 
sign vendors. 
 
Snow Removal:  A resolution was presented to contract with Botcher Construction for snow removal, and enter into 
a shared agreement with MnDOT.  MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE SNOW 
REMOVAL AGREEMENT AS PRESENTED; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Boiler Pipe – Community Center:  Thesing explained pipe/leak problem between Community Center and Food Shelf.  
He will cap lines to the Food Shelf and then determine a way to provide the heat necessary.  MOTION MADE BY 
SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO PUT NEW, SEPARATE FURNACE IN FOOD SHELF; MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Minutes: MOTION MADE BY KNUTSON, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO ACCEPT THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 MINUTES; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Financial Report: Jerviss reported that OHV reimbursement has been received. Schutte asked about Hammell 
charges. Breault explained the prosecution process. Knutson asked about the ball field seed expense, and Thesing 
explained the need for special type of seed.  MOTION MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ACCEPT THE 
FINANCIAL REPORT; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
Department Reports:  Nature Center:  Bloem reported per the summary included in the Council packet.  
Maintenance: Thesing reported that the fence at the Wastewater Treatment Plant is 90% installed, and the sewer 
pipe lining project for a portion of Cedar Street is finished. Sludge hauling will take place this week, and the broken 
valve on Jefferson will be fixed soon.  
 
MOTION MADE BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO ADJOURN AT 8:53 PM; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

  
Minutes prepared by Chris Peterson 


