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Houston City Council Meeting                                                  Minutes                                       September 14, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in regular session on September 14, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall.  Mayor 
Edwards called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:   Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt 
Schutte, Kevin Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Randy 
Thesing, Ed Jacobs, Chief David Breault, Liz Gibson Gasset, Connie Verse, Marlene Schultz, Michael Roe, Margaret 
Carlson, Irene Vix, Carol Meeks, Sheryl Sherry, Beth McManimon, Marilyn Erickson, Francis VanGundy,   

Public Comment and Additions to the Agenda:  (H) Benches.  Question was asked about the portable garages that 
are appearing around town and whether they required a permit, and how they affect the green space requirement.  
Anything under 200 sq. ft. does not require a permit; Peterson said if there is a particular property that needs to be 
checked, the City will do so if it is identified.  Regarding the neglected properties in need of repair, Peterson said 
progress is being made.  The City has received judgment on two of the houses in question, which may lead to the 
next step.   

Resolution – Preliminary Levy/Budget:   The Resolution 2015-8 to adopt the preliminary 2015 tax levy, collectable in 
2016 was presented along with a comparison from 2014’s levy. Once approved, the preliminary levy cannot be 
increased.  Total levy amount proposed was $437,126, same as 2014.  Peterson said water and sewer rates may have 
to be adjusted next year to fund the large projects that are necessary that would come out of this fund.  Mayor 
Edwards commented that as new houses are built, it will spread the tax base out over a larger area so individual 
taxes will decrease.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO APPROVE THE PRELIMINARY 2015 TAX LEVY, 
COLLECTABLE IN 2016; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Resolution – MN Court Data Services:   Chief Breault stated that a resolution is needed in order to access court 
records and submit electronic citations, as the State will soon no longer accept paper ones.  MOTION BY SANDEN, 
SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 2015-7 AUTHORIZING THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO SIGN THE 
MASTER SUBSCRIBER AGREEMENT FOR THE MINNESOTA COURT DATA SERVICES FOR GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES; 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Victim Services Contribution: Chief Breault stated this service is part of the County Attorney’s department, funded by 
the local governments.  The program provides a valuable and very important service to people who are part of the 
court system who are victims of crimes.  MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO CONTRIBUTE $1,250 TO 
CONTINUE THIS PROGRAM FOR ANOTHER YEAR; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Property Survey – Grant Street:  There is a 66’ right of way that continues along the Grant Street alignment to the 
border of a 70-acre parcel owned by the City. A previous survey had been completed in the area and property irons 
exist on one side of the easement. It would be helpful to have both sides of the 66’ easement clearly marked in the 
field which would reduce the likelihood of any unintended trespassing on private property.  Using the existing irons, 
Peterson and Thesing will walk off the 66’ and put flags in the ground to make sure the right of way is visible.  The 
property line that runs East-West on the land may have to be surveyed and a fence put up.  Peterson requested 
permission from the Council to have a survey done if necessary. Chief Breault stated the flags and fence outlining 
property lines would be helpful to him in enforcing the law.  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO GIVE 
PETERSON AUTHORITY TO GET BIDS FOR A SURVEY IF SHE FEELS IT IS NECESSARY; MOTION CARRIED UANIMOUSLY. 

Owl Sculptures:  The sculptures are placed throughout the City including places that are not City properties. A 
request has been made that the City assume ownership of the sculptures, including those that may not be on City 
property.  Currently there is no written documentation as to who is responsible for the sculptures, so a letter of 
understanding will be developed that the City has now taken ownership of the owl sculptures. MOTION BY SCHULTZ, 
SECONDED BY SCHUTTE THAT THE CITY ACCEPT OWNERSHIP FOR THE OWL SCHULPTURES PROVIDED HARC AGREES 
TO DONATE THEM TO THE CITY; MOTION CARRIED UANANIMOUSLY. 
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Drinking Water Fluoridation Law:  The City needs to submit a request to the Minnesota Department of Health for a 
discretionary variance to MN Rule 4720.0030 regarding the new state standards for fluoride levels.  MOTION BY 
SANDEN, SECONDED BY KNUTSON TO REQUEST A DISCRETIONARY VARIANCE TO BRING THE FLUORIDE LEVELS 
DOWN TO .07 MG/L; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Flood Levee Recertification Update:  Peterson stated that Houston’s flood levee system is being considered part of 
Hwy 76 even though it was not originally built to serve as a levee, but was a practice of the Army Corps of Engineers 
at that time to utilize highways. Now they are indicating that since this is part of our line of protection in case of 
flood, the City must work with MnDot and the Corps to determine if elevations are high enough and who will 
maintain and mow the levee.  The elevation measurements were close to the mark required and the soil boring test 
reports are coming soon.  It is hoped that the only discussion remaining will be to determine who will maintain the 
levee.  Deadline for the recertification process is January, 2017. 

City Benches:  Three new benches should be ordered to fill out the needed areas.  Sponsorships are going well.  
MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO ORDER THE THREE REMAINING BENCHES NECESSARY; MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Minutes:  MOTION TO APPROVE THE AUGUST 10, 2015 MEETING MINUTES; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.    

Financial Report:  MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE TO APPROVE THE FINANCIAL REPORT AND PAY THE 
BILLS; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Animal Control Contract: MOTION BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO PAY THE LAST HALF OF ANIMAL CONTROL 
OFFICER’S CONTRACT AND EXTEND THE CONTRACT FOR ANOTHER YEAR; MOTION CARRIED UANIMOUSLY. 

Department Reports: 
 Nature Center:  Connie Verse distributed the Fall Hours for the Nature Center, in effect until November when 
they will change to winter hours.  She is working to develop children’s programs in the grade school.   
 Library: Gasset presented her monthly report and circulation statistics.  Among other activities and programs, 
the Library hosted a special Bitty Baby storytime with a writer and musician from American Girls that was very 
popular with those attending.  Friends of the Library have submitted an application for Acentek’s grant for $2500 
toward an outside public announcement marquee that will be a community marquee and measures 5 x 8 feet, hung 
on the north face of the Library.  Many other programs are underway that will benefit the Library and our 
community.  
 Fire Department minutes were available for Council review. 
 Police:  Chief Breault stated that the grant for in-car computers is now available and will be applied for.  
Peterson and all City police met regarding the MN Basic Code that law enforcement would have a role in.  A new 
judge has been appointed to take Judge Fabian’s position, who recently retired from the bench. 
 Maintenance:  A new fire hydrant has been replaced.   
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN MADE BY SCHULTZ, SECONDED BY SCHUTTE AT 7:05 PM; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
  


