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Special Houston City Council Meeting                                        Minutes                                                May 14, 2015                                                   

The Houston City Council met in special session on May 14, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Houston City Hall. Mayor Edwards 
called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance. Present were:  Mayor Connie Edwards, Matt Schutte, Kevin 
Knutson, Tony Schultz and Cheryl Sanden. Also present were: Chris Peterson, Audrey Hegland, Jason Marks and Chief 
David Breault.    

Motorcycle Fundraiser-Festgrounds:   Peterson summarized ordinance criteria for special events; technically, all 
outdoor special events need to have a special event permit.  In this case, a temporary liquor license is needed unless 
it is a City-owned facility. Also, police coverage needs to be addressed.  

The Rushford Chapter of the American Legion Motorcycle Riders is holding a special event to raise funds for the 
Legacy Fund to help children of fallen military. The event is open to the public as well as the cycle riders, and will 
include a gun raffle and dance at the Festgrounds, with an anticipated attendance from 50-100 cycles and will end at 
midnight.   

Peterson provided a copy of the Special Events Ordinance for Council review. The required liquor license needs 
Council approval.  A mobile food truck requested to come sell pizza during the event.   The ordinance regarding 
mobile food units was discussed.  They are only allowed if they operate during a public festival or licensed auction 
under an agreement with organizers of the event.   

The City’s attorney assisted with the code definition of a public festival to be a community festival as approved by 
City Council.  The council is yet to approve a list of festivals but it will include Hoedown.  Peterson recommended a 
list of ongoing local events be developed in addition to Hoedown; the event planners will then be responsible for 
inviting food vendors and hopefully keep in mind ways to also promote local businesses.  

After lengthy discussion, MOTION BY SCHUTTE, SECONDED BY SANDEN TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL EVENT FOR THE 
RUSHFORD CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN LEGION MOTORCYCLE RIDERS ON SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2015; MOTION 
CARRIED UANIMOUSLY.  As per the City ordinance, the mobile food truck at the event will not be allowed to serve 
food at this event.  A subsequent MOTION MADE BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO APPROVE THE TEMPORARY 
LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE AMERICAN LEGION; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   Chief Breault will be on duty.   The 
event coordinator will let the immediate neighbors know of the event. 

Mayor Edwards suggested that the City address in writing private parties are allowed to hire food trucks, including 
catered private functions who pay the total and general public are not involved.  Peterson suggested another option 
was to adjust the ordinance to add “retail” in the definition of mobile food unit. Peterson will add the language 
necessary that will address the private party issue and present it at the next council meeting.  

MOTION BY SANDEN, SECONDED BY SCHULTZ TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M; MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
 


